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     CTC West Times

Outstanding News

Community Outreach
Career and Technology Center West realizes the 
importance of community involvement and service. 
We are dedicated to making a difference in our 
community.  Our goals is to provide student 
opportunities for support, service, and volunteerism. 

Students participated in our fall canned food drive and 
collected 468 donations. Involved in each step of the 
process, student volunteers packaged and loaded the 
items. The contributions were presented to House of 
Grace, a charitable organization located in Southaven, 
Mississippi. With each food drive, our goal is to 
significantly increase in donations as well as enriching 
experiences that benefit students.

Learning That Works!

The CTC-West chapter of the National Technical 
Honor Society began this school term with the 
election of officers. The prevailing candidates were: 
President – Jacob Stewart; Vice President – Victoria 
Chamberlin; Secretary – Courtnee Hoing; Treasurer – 
Madison Cleveland.

The NTHS is also proud to invite 26 students to 
become new members of our chapter this year. Not 
only did these students have a 3.75 or greater GPA, 
they have demonstrated qualities of honesty, 
leadership, citizenship, skill, and service. The 
induction ceremony will be held in January, 2015.
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Upcoming Recruiting Dates:
Prospective Students Tour CTC West 

Campus - 1/15/15

College Recruiters’ Day - 1/21/15

Southaven High School 1/16/15
Hernando High School 2/23/15

DeSoto Central High School 1/13/15
Horn Lake High School 1/15/15
Lake Cormorant School TBD

"To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream, not 
only plan, but also believe." Anatole France

CTC West participated in several recruiting events this 
semester to introduce prospective students to career 
pathways that align with our programs.  Our first event 
took place in August at Hernando Middle School’s 
annual career fair. Students and faculty also participated 
in Lake Cormorant Middle School and DeSoto Central 
Middle School’s career fairs. Several student 
ambassadors and program representatives were present 
and provided brochures, materials, and answer 
questions about their program. This semester also 
provided opportunities for recruiting events at Horn 
Lake Middle School, Horn Lake High School, and 
Southaven High School. 
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STUDENT AMBASSADORS
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1st year students are busy with 
objectives that involve intro to 
metal lathe, designing parts, and 
blueprint reading. The objectives 
also include computations of 
mathematical skills related to the 
field.  2nd year students have 

begun their study of machining 
parts from NIMS (National 
Institute for Metalworking 
Skills). As the semester 
concludes, students are 
practicing for the welding x-ray 
test. 2nd year students will be 
assessed with this exam during 
the 3rd term.

Our current students were 
introduced to someone very 
special to our Metal Fabrication 
program! Adam Nix, a former 
student from Metal Fabrication 
(class of 2010), visited 3rd block 
students. Upon completing our 
program, Adam used the skills 
he acquired in the Metal 
Fabrication program to help 
secure employment with L&T 
Construction and Canadian 

National Railroad. Adam shared 
with our current students the 
application of skills in his 
current career at CN. His 
position as a welder with the 
company offered a starting 
salary of $28.00 an hour! 

The Metal Fabrication Program 
provides students with several 
opportunities for hands on 
instruction. We are willing to 
lend a hand with projects for any 
of the schools in the district. 
Coach Rich, head football coach 
for Southaven High School, had 
a vision for the football field. 
Mr. Gresham worked with 
Coach Rich to operate the CNC 
plasma and cut steel letters ‘SC’ 
to compliment Southaven High 
School’s football field.  

Metal Trades Technology Instructor Jason Gresham

Information Technology students are at the mid-
point of this year, and yes, it seems as if it’s flown 
by! The students are making progress with the 
objectives and application of skills. I am having a 
great time with these students. Our first year 
students have already covered the sections on 
hardware, operating systems, motherboards and 
CPU’s. They are beginning to show a lot of 
competence, and that leads directly to a lot of 
confidence. Also, our second year students are 
successfully progressing. Their primary focus this 
semester has been networking fundamentals. I’ve 
seen great strides in several students, and all of the 
seniors are gaining more ability each day. We are 
pushing hard, even at this mid-point. Our goal has 

been and will always be to prepare these students for 2-year college, 4-year college, and contributions in the 
workforce. It is truly an honor to be able to serve these wonderful students.

Information TechnologyInstructor Sean McMackin
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Automotive Service Technology

With the holidays approaching, the Automotive Technology class at CTC West is wrapping up our first 
semester projects. We have covered shop safety, shop operations, and career preparations. We are well into 

learning about transmissions. Previous objectives have given us 
the opportunity to complete routine service on different types of 
vehicles. This year, we were fortunate to hear guest speakers 
representing the U.S. Army and Lincoln Technical Institute. 
John Murphy spoke to our class about Skills USA and gave us 
insight into the Tool Industry. We learned about many 
opportunities for students wanting to pursue a career in the 
Automotive Industry. Students are realizing there are so many 
rewarding career pathways in this field.

We are currently in the middle of two ongoing projects. The 
first, a 1985 190E Mercedes Benz is looking great with new 
brakes, front struts, rear shocks, and a fresh tune up. The class is 

working hard to get the audio system wired  and will be installing the heater control valve when we get to the 
heating and air conditioning section of our curriculum. The second, 1984 Chevrolet Pickup, is in the middle 
of a recovery mission. Formerly at the repair shop, it was left in poor condition with unresolved transmission 
and engine issues. Currently, we are tracing electronic issues with its lighting system. In the coming months, 
we will be gearing up for Skills USA. Several of our students will participate in the competition to showcase 
their talents. Former Automotive Technology student, J.D. Davis has gained employment with JIT-X trucking.

Instructor Ronald Elmore

Instructor Justin King
Construction & Carpentry

In Construction & Carpentry, we hit the ground running! Students 
began the year with safety, math, and blueprint reading. 1st year 
students began their 12 hole martin houses. The students quickly 
realized it was more challenging than they expected. 2nd year students 
are currently building two 4x8 homes. They just completed framing the 
roof. The small houses will be a year long project including the wiring, 
sheetrock, and masonry. Other second year objectives will include star 
building, patching sheetrock, electrical trouble shooting, and building 
porches. 

This semester included guest speakers from Thompson Machinery 
(CAT), Lincoln College, Delta Technical Center, and the National Guard. Our classes toured Northwest 
Community College; the opportunity allowed students to explore career and educational opportunities. We are 
preparing for Skills USA competition in February. Our competitors will include: (team works) Breana Willis, 
Clay Stevens, David Hyde, and Rytavious Johnson. Other competitors will include Jody Jeppe (Electrical) , 
Andrew Patrick (Carpentry), and Matt Murray and Josh Tapia (Masonry).
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Instructor Theresa Holland Engineering & Robotics
Engineering and Robotics students were busy the first nine 
weeks.  1st year students completed an introduction to 
engineering unit, participated in the engineering design 
process, and learned to proficiently operate and maintain a 
3D printer and a laser engraver.  

2nd year students were equally busy as they completed a unit 
on Electrical Systems. The unit included a basic review of 
safety around electronics, the concepts of voltage, current and 
resistance, as well as how to read and create electronic 
diagrams. Students used real components and their own 
breadboard to create increasingly complex circuits. Students 
also experimented with series and parallel circuits and more complex components like transistors, 
potentiometers, photo resistors, timers and logical gates. Each Thursday, both 1st and 2nd year students 
participate in Professional Dress Day.  Students come to CTC West dressed in business attire.  Whether they 
present their work to the class, host a guest speaker, participate in a local industry visit, or simply complete the 
lesson of the day, they are dressed for success!

Several students are taking steps to prepare for their futures in the field of engineering. DCHS senior, Trey 
Adcock attended an engineering camp at the University of Alabama this summer. He participated in classroom 
sessions, hands-on lab experiments, an industrial plant tour, demonstrations, and received advice on applying 
to college. LCHS juniors Jason Tomasi and Jordan Carter participated in career day at LCMS. They helped 
showcase careers in engineering and robotics.

The 2nd nine weeks is already bustling with activity as 1st year students are building and programming robots 
and learning SolidWorks 3D CAD program. 2nd year students are learning about fluids by using the hydraulics 
and pneumatics trainers. Both 1st and 2nd year students are preparing for Vex Robotics Competitions and TSA 
District Competitions.

I am excited to be in my first year of teaching health sciences 
along with Ms. Donna Chrestman.  I feel blessed to be working 
with a teacher who has 18 years of experience in the field. 
Although teaching is new territory for me, I am confident I will 
be successful with her guidance. We are presently co-teaching 
the second year students. However, since our second year 
students continue to utilize the last curriculum, Ms. Chrestman 
is in charge of their instruction. We both are implementing the 
new updated curriculum for first year students.  The new 
curriculum will be applied to our second year students 
beginning fall of 2015 as mandated by the state. We both feel 

the possibilities are endless for our students who are embarking on a new way of looking at health care.  With so 
much focus on wellness and changes in modalities, our students have increasingly new options for careers.  We 
are continuously searching for ways to expose our students to those career pathways through clinical 
experiences, student organizations, and community contacts. 

Health SciencesInstructor Rebecca Day
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Instructor Donna Chrestman

The Early Childhood Education program had a wonderful start to the 
year! We have 14 children in our onsite preschool. We have a total of 
15 high school students enrolled in our program. ECE students 
conducted assessments on the children in August and will give 
assessments again in December and May to record growth. ECE 
students also conducted an assessment of our facilities. The students 
used a checklist to examine inside and outside amenities. This also 
helped the students gain insight on meeting regulations of preschools 
or day care facilities. During the months of October and November, 
we are learning about Community Helpers in our Preschool. We 

have had several guest speakers: Miss Donna Prince (Kindergarten teacher), Mrs. Patti Allen (Preschool 
Directory at Longview Point Baptist Church), Mrs. Vicki Britton (RN with MS Health Department), Mr. Justin 
Kind (Construction Instructor at CTC West), Mr. John Hubbard (EMT, Firefighter, and CPR Instructor), and 
Mrs. Carla Hitt (Dental Assistant). After a chapter on abuse, Mrs. Darlene Cunningham from Healing Hearts 
Child Care Advocacy spoke to our class twice and will be back in the near future. ECE students are busy 
everyday with assigned duties. Students are responsible for breakfast, snacks, washing sheets and blankets, 
storytelling, leading songs and games, small group activities, and monitoring outside play. We have had a great 
first part of the year and look forward to lots more fun!

Health Science
Health Science 2nd year students began the year learning about Safety 
Standards and Precautions in the lab as well as the local Health Care 
facilities.  Other objectives covered included: Infection Control, Body 
Mechanics, and Universal & Transmission based Isolation precautions. 
Health Science students attended Baptist Memorial Hospital Orientation on 
October 6th with Guest Speaker, Mr. Keon Faulkner, Asst. Administrator at 
Baptist DeSoto.   Patient confidentiality was discussed along with the 
different career opportunities in Health Care.  HS II students began their 
clinical rotations on Tuesday, October 7th. They are required to have 100 
clinical hours.  Clinical hours are held at BMH DeSoto every Tuesday and 
Thursday.   Students have already had some exciting and 
interesting observations during their first month.
1st year Health Science students also began with Safety Standards/
Precautions and Infection Control in our classroom and lab.  The 

students performed lab skills including proper hand washing technique, opening sterile packages and donning 
and removing gloves. HS I students have discussed the different Health Care Systems (Chapter 2) and 
the funding of these facilities. 1st year students successfully completed AHA CPR certification for Health Care 
Providers and are discussing "Legal and Ethical Issues".  Our student organization, "HOSA" Health 
Occupation Students of America, recruited members for our local chapter this semester.  We elected officers 
following the membership drive and hold bi-weekly meetings to discuss activities and fundraising.  HOSA 
District competition is 2/20/15 and will be held at Delta State University in Cleveland, MS. 

Early ChildhoodInstructor Janet Hoselton
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This semester has been a 
completely different experience 
for Digital Media Technology. 
We have been fortunate to have 
a new curriculum allowing us to 
not only work with Photoshop 
and Final Cut Pro X but to work 
with new software as well. First 
year students have been 
working hard in Photoshop 
making movie posters and 
collages. Students’ most recent 
work involved creating an 
animal in Photoshop by 
combining three animals into 

one. They have not only 
learned how to compose 
posters and use type within 
posters but are now beginning 
to work with a new piece of 
software Logic Pro X. We are 
very excited to be completing 
our unit on Photoshop and 
preparing to transition into 

audio production. Second year 
students have been working 
very hard learning the basics of 
movie editing with Final Cut 
Pro X. They have advanced at 
such a fast pace; they too are 
working in new software 
Motion 5.  This software allows 
the students to create 
commercials with motion 
graphics. The latest project was 
creating a commercial for 
shampoo. We are looking 
forward to making animated 
logos in the following semester 

as well as updating the 
recruitment video for the 
Desoto County Career and 
Technology Center West 
Campus.  We are very excited 
about all of the new software 
we are using this year and are 
working hard to adapt to it. We 
are excited about upcoming 
TSA competitions and plan on 
competing in several events. 
Students have begun 
fundraising for state and district 
competitions. Some of the 
competitions will include but 
are by no means limited to 
Photographic Technology, Story 
Book, On Demand Video 
Production, Video Production, 
Desktop Publishing, and 
Promotional Graphics. We are 
eagerly working to complete 
these projects!
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Digital Media TechnologyInstructor Teri Hubbard

1st Quarter Outstanding Students
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Throughout the semester, all CTC West programs benefited from industry visitors and guest speakers. Chris 
Rowan, a representative for Thompson Machinery (CAT), spoke to Automotive and Carpentry students about 
scholarship and internship opportunities. Construction and Carpentry students presented Officer Michael 
Murphy of the Sheriff’s Department K9 Unit with their community service project. Tina Streeter provided 
training for teachers during professional development. Staff Sgt. Kerney informed Automotive Service 
Technology students of career options with the U.S. Army. Mrs. Oglesby (Student Services) and Mr. 
McMackin (Information Technology) provided information to guests during the fall Open House. Sgt. 
William Weaver and Anna Marshall of the Air National Guard spoke with students about career opportunities 
that align with CTC West programs. Student Services hosted our fall LSC’s and Counselor’s breakfast to 
discuss recruiting efforts and goals.  Get2College presented ACT workshops to juniors and seniors.


